Girard Chamber of Commerce
2024 Scholarship

The Girard Chamber of Commerce will award one $500 scholarship to a current school year graduate of the North Mac School District. Applicants must be planning to continue their education at an accredited post-secondary trade program, college, university or vocational school. 
The scholarship must be used for the first year of study. The award will be presented at North Mac Awards Night and a check will be presented at a Girard Chamber of Commerce meeting to the winner. 
This scholarship is based on: 
1) Community Involvement 
2) Employment 
3) Leadership Roles/Recognitions 
4) Grade Point Average 
Applicant Guidelines
1. Applications may be picked up at North Mac Guidance Office
2. All information should be typed or legibly printed
 3. Please prepare your essay using the attached “Scholarship Guidelines” as your guide
4. Completely fill out the cover page. Place your initials and staple all sheets together in the upper left hand corner
 5. Completed application and all supporting documentation must be received no later than Tuesday, March 5th. 
Send the completed application to: 
Girard Chamber of Commerce
  Attn: Scholarship Committee
 P.O. Box  92
 Girard, IL 62640.

Applications can also be dropped off:
 Girard City Hall, water department or Steve O’Dell Country Financial office in Virden.
Thank you for your interest in our scholarship. Best of Luck!


Girard Chamber of Commerce 
Scholarship Application 
Cover Page 

1. Applicant’s Full Name____________________________________________________
 
2. Applicant’s Complete Address______________________________________________        
           
______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________

 3. Applicant’s Phone________________________________________________________ 

4. Applicant’s Email_________________________________________________________ 

5. Date to graduate (or graduated) from high school:______________________________ 

6. Date to enter (or entered) post-secondary school which includes: trade school, apprenticeship, college or university
______________________________ 

7. Name of college or postsecondary program scheduled to attend:
_________________________________________________________________




 Virden Area Chamber of Commerce 
2024 Scholarship Guidelines 
Please limit your responses to activities during your High School years
 Part 1—Essay 
Write a brief essay (recommended 250 word minimum) which will help the scholarship committee decide why you should receive this award. Use the suggestions below to include in the essay. Describe how your community involvement (Part 2), work history (Part 3), and leadership (Part 4), has influenced and prepared you for the future. Please comment on your continuing education (Part 5), and why you feel qualified to receive this scholarship. A Business Leader Recommendation form (Part 6) is recommended to accompany your essay. Your most recent high school transcript (Part 7) must accompany the essay as well. 
Part 2—Community Involvement
 List by organization or committee, any membership, volunteer work and other community service activities. Describe your involvement including the approximate time commitment for each. State the number of months or years of participation during high school. 
Part 3—Employment
 List by business and year, all employment positions you’ve held. Describe each position including approximate weekly time commitment, specific job responsibilities, and any promotion that took place while employed. 
Part 4—Leadership/Recognition 
List by name and year, and describe any academic or community honors, awards, leadership roles, or recognition you have received during high school. 
Part 5—Continuing Education
 List the school or program you plan to attend, the date you will be enrolled, and your chosen major field or concentration. 
Part 6—Recommendation 
Please feel free to use the attached recommendation form, completed and signed by a business professional or your past/present employer.
 Part 7—Transcript 
Please enclose a copy of your most recent high school transcript 
Thank you for taking the time to apply for the Girard Chamber of Commerce Scholarship! To ensure we have all the information needed, please be sure to include the Scholarship Application Cover Page, your Essay, your Business Leader Recommendation page, your most recent high school transcript, and the “Consent to Publish” disclosure. Return all of that to the address listed or either of the businesses listed, and per the instructions in the Applicant Guidelines.
Girard Chamber of Commerce
[bookmark: _GoBack]2024 Scholarship
 Business Leader Recommendation
Dear Business Leader, 
The Girard Area Chamber of Commerce will award one $500 scholarship to a graduating North Mac District student. The scholarship will be awarded to a student who has shown outstanding leadership qualities and excelled in employment, leadership, and community involvement. One of the criteria for the scholarship is to obtain a recommendation from a business contact (past or present employer). To assist with the recommendation we ask that you provide brief responses to the following questions. Thank you for your participation in this program. 
1. How long have you known this applicant?


2. Briefly describe your contact with the applicant (ie., employment, community, etc.)


3. What leadership qualities has the applicant demonstrated while interacting with you? 


4. Why is the recommended individual a good applicant for this scholarship? 


Date:_______________________________ 

Signature:______________________________________________________________________

Print Name & Title:______________________________________________________________________

 Business:______________________________________________ 

Phone:________________________



Girard Chamber of Commerce
Consent to Publish & Assignment of Rights



 I, ___________________________________(printed name), do hereby give the Girard Chamber of Commerce full rights to publish my name, where I live (city & state only), my pertinent family information, college or trade program I am attending, photographs that I have provided or approved, and postsecondary education update information. 

I understand that by execution of this agreement, I am relinquishing my rights to any future compensation for reproduction, publication, or use of the above information by the Girard Chamber of Commerce in its print or electronic correspondence, or on its social media or website.

 I hereby specifically waive my right to review or approve the modification of the above information. (Modifications may be made to accommodate size or content restrictions. Modifications will not be made to “distort” or “falsify” any information provided.) 

I understand that this Agreement in no way obligates the Girard Chamber of Commerce to publish or use the above described information. 



EXECUTED this date of ___________________________________________________




 By: _______________________________________________________(printed Name) 




__________________________________________________________(signature)








